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Module  7 - Interactions  Among  Nations  - Post  1945:  Overview 

This  module  focuses  on  the  interactions  among  nations  since  the  end  of  World  War  II.  It  discusses: 
nuclear  weapons  and  the  effect  they  have  had  on  interaction  among  nations;  attempts  to  keep  peace 
through  the  formation  of  the  UN,  the  Cold  War,  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  the  Cold  War 
and  the  policies  of  containment  and  detente. 


Evaluation 

The  evaluation  of  this  module  will  be  based  on  your  assignments  as  follows. 

Section  3 Assignment  60% 

Section  5 Assignment  40% 

TOTAL  100% 
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Section  1 : The  Bomb 

Key  Concepts: 

* nuclear  weapons 

• deterrence 

Section  1 introduces  the  student  to  the  first  military  use  of  the  bomb  and  shows  how  nuclear  weapons 
have  become  a dangerous  means  of  preventing  war. 


Section  1 : Activity  1 

1.  Using  a map  of  your  local  area,  work  out  the  possible  effect  of  a nuclear  blast  based  on  the 
information  given  on  the  preceding  pages. 

The  answers  for  this  question  will  differ,  depending  upon  the  map  of  your  local  area. 

If  you  do  not  have  a map  of  your  area  imagine  the  effects  of  a nuclear  blast  50  km  from  your 
present  location. 

2.  Who  does  the  cartoonist  suggest  is  the  winner  in  a nuclear  war?  Explain  your  answer. 

There  is  no  winner  in  a nuclear  war.  Each  side  has  enough  weapons  to  launch  a counterstrike 
and  destroy  each  other. 

Section  1 : Activity  2 

1.  Which  of  the  four  options  do  you  think  is  most  likely  to  prevent  a nuclear  war?  Explain  your 
answer. 

The  answers  to  this  question  will  vary  but  you  must  give  a reason  for  your  opinion . 

Section  1 : Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1 . a.  Name  the  countries  that  have  the  bomb  now. 

China,  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France,  the  Soviet  Union,  Israel,  and  India  have  the 
bomb. 

b.  Name  the  countries  that  will  have  the  bomb  in  a few  years. 

Japan,  Canada,  Brazil,  Argentina,  South  Africa , West  Germany,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Spain, 
and  Pakistan  will  all  have  the  bomb  in  the  near  future. 
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c.  If  more  countries  get  the  bomb,  do  you  think  this  will  increase  or  decrease  the  chance  of 
nuclear  war?  Explain  your  answer. 

It  will  probably  increase  the  chance  of  nuclear  war . More  countries  with  the  bomb  will 
increase  the  likelihood  of  conflicts  between  them , in  which  they  may  resort  to  using  the 
bomb. 

Enrichment 

1.  The  conference  referred  to  in  the  article  was  held  in  1978.  Do  you  think  the  threat  of  nuclear  war 
has  increased  or  decreased  since  then?  Explain  your  answer  in  a short  paragraph  of  five  to  six 
sentences. 

Answers  here  will  vary,  but  a paragraph  might  be  written  based  on  theme  sentences  such  as 
these : 

Since  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  are  a little  friendlier  these  days,  nuclear  war  is  less 
likely. 

Since  more  and  more  countries  are  getting  the  bomb,  the  chances  for  war  may  be  increasing. 


Section  2:  Internationa!  Organizations  and  Peace 

Key  Concepts: 


• international  organizations 

• collective  security 

• regional  alliances 


Section  2 deals  with  the  United  Nations  and  its  attempts  to  prevent  war,  and  cooperation  among 
nations  to  preserve  peace  and  benefit  economically. 


Section  2:  Activity  1 

1 . a.  What  is  the  UN  and  what  former  international  organization  did  it  replace? 

The  United  Nations  is  an  international  organization,  created  in  1945,  that  works  for  peace  in 
the  world.  It  replaced  the  League  of  Nations. 

b.  Why  can  the  UN  be  called  an  international  organization? 

The  UN  is  an  international  organization  because  it  is  composed  of  representatives  from  all 
countries  in  the  world.  They  work  together  to  solve  problems  common  to  them  all. 

c.  What  are  the  two  main  parts  of  the  United  Nations? 

The  two  main  parts  of  the  UN  are  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Security  Council. 
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d.  What  is  the  function  of  the  Security  Council? 

The  principal  function  of  the  Security  Council  is  to  preserve  peace  in  the  world. 

e . What  does  the  map  suggest  is  the  likely  reason  for  UN  failures  at  stopping  international 
crises? 

The  reason  for  most  UN  failures  to  stop  international  crises  can  be  traced  to  the  use  of  the 
veto  by  the  “Big  Five " permanent  members  of  the  Security  Council,  whenever  their  interests 
are  concerned. 

2.  What  is  the  function  of  the  General  Assembly? 

The  function  of  the  General  Assembly  is  to  debate  world  problems  and  to  advise  the  Security 
Council  on  how  to  stop  the  problems . 

3.  International  conflict  often  develops  in  environments  where  poverty  and  lack  of  opportunity 
breeds.  How  does  the  chart  suggest  UN  agencies  are  helping  to  prevent  future  conflicts? 

United  Nations  agencies  have  been  established  to  help  deal  with  many  of  the  social  and 
economic  problems  facing  the  poorer  nations  of  the  world.  This  should  help  to  prevent  future 
conflicts. 

Section  2:  Activity  2 

1.  a.  What  was  the  Marshall  Plan? 

This  was  a plan  set  up  by  the  United  States  after  World  War  II  to  grant  or  loan  money  to 
European  countries  to  help  them  rebuild  their  economies. 

b.  What  principal  reason  motivated  the  United  States  to  propose  the  Marshall  Plan? 

The  main  motive  was  to  help  European  countries  rebuild  their  economies  so  that  the  people 
could  have  jobs , be  prosperous,  and  reject  the  appeal  of  communism. 

c.  In  theory,  communism  advocates  sharing  the  wealth  of  a country’s  resources  among  all  the 
citizens.  Why  do  you  think  communism  was  appealing  to  some  people  in  western  Europe 
after  the  war? 

After  the  war,  many  people  in  Europe  were  without  jobs  and  were  desperate  to  survive. 
Communism  appealed  to  some  people  because  it  promised  that  the  government  would 
provide  people  with  the  necessities  of  life. 

d.  How  did  the  Marshall  Plan  help  reduce  communism’s  appeal  to  western  Europeans? 

The  Marshall  Plan  helped  rebuild  factories  and  provided  jobs.  Under  these  conditions 
people  were  able  to  provide  for  themselves,  thereby  reducing  communism  s appeal. 


Social  Studies  33 


4 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


Module  7 


2.  a.  What  were  some  reasons  that  motivated  Europeans  to  share  their  resources  after  the  war? 

Europeans  had  just  finished  fighting  a war  caused  in  part  by  a country’s  desire  to  control 
more  resources.  By  sharing  their  resources  Europeans  hoped  to  avoid  war  in  future. 

b.  What  benefits  did  they  receive  from  sharing  these  resources? 

By  sharing  their  resources  with  the  other  countries , each  country’s  coal  and  steel  industries 
became  prosperous. 

c.  How  did  the  creation  of  the  EEC  expand  this  economic  community? 

The  EEC  expanded  the  cooperation  of  the  community  to  include  more  industries  than  just 
coal  and  steel.  It  also  encouraged  more  trade  between  countries. 

d.  How  can  the  EEC  be  called  a “regional  alliance”? 

The  members  of  the  EEC  formed  a regional  alliance  because  the  alliance  was  limited  to 
certain  west  European  countries. 

3.  a.  Why  would  a European  business  person  tend  to  support  the  development  of  the  EC? 

Business  people  would  encourage  the  EC’s  development  because  it  provides  a larger  market 
for  their  goods . Business  people  can  produce  more  and  make  more  profits. 
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b. 


Economic  Growth  in  Western  Europe 
in  the  1960s 


0 10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80 

Billions  of  dollars  in  1962  prices 


Gross  National  Product  01950  ["H  1960 


The  “gross  national”  product  is  the  value  of  all  goods  and  services  produced  in  a country  in 
one  year.  Based  on  the  results  shown  in  the  preceding  graph,  why  would  countries  be 
encouraged  to  join  the  EC? 

They  would  be  encouraged  to  join  the  EC  since  the  value  of  goods  produced  in  each  country 
has  increased  and  made  each  country  richer. 


Social  Studies  33 


6 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


Module  7 


c. 


The  Effect  of  EC  Membership  on 
British  Trade 


Great  Britain  joined  the  EC  in  1973.  Two  years  later,  the  government  had  second  thoughts 
and  took  a vote  to  see  if  people  in  Britain  still  wanted  to  remain  in  the  EC.  What  does  the 
preceding  chart  indicate  about  the  likely  result  of  the  vote? 

People  voted  to  stay  in  the  EC  because  membership  was  very  good  for  the  country’s 
economy. 

4.  a.  What  is  Comecon? 

Comecon  is  the  economic  union  of  the  communist  countries. 

b.  Why  was  Comecon  not  as  successful  as  the  EC? 

Economies  controlled  by  people  in  government  often  do  not  grow  fast.  Also,  many  of  the 
east  European  countries  did  not  want  the  Soviet  Union  to  control  their  economies. 
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5.  a.  Complete  the  following  summary  chart  by  entering  the  information  asked  for. 


Name 

Date 

Organized 

Brief  Description  of 
Organization  and  Aims 

Member 

Nations 

European  Coal 
and  Steel 
Community 

1952 

• cooperative  attempt  by  six 
countries  to  share  coal 
and  steel  resources 

Belgium, 
Holland, 
Luxemburg, 
West  Gemany, 
France,  Italy 

European 

Economic 

Community 

(EEC) 

Treaty  of 

Rome 

1957 

• cooperation  between  the 
six  countries  to  share 
more  resources  and  to 
allow  goods  to  travel 
more  easily  between 
countries 

the  above  six 

European 

Community 

(EC) 

V r-2>' 

1961  to 
present 
day 

• the  attempt  by  countries 
to  eliminate  economic 
barriers  between  them 

• a United  States  of  Europe 

the  above  six 
plus  Great 
Britain, 
Ireland, 
Denmark, 
Spain,  Greece 
and  Portugal 

Council  for 

Mutual 

Economic 

Assistance 

(Comecon) 

1949 

• attempt  by  communist 
countries  to  share 
resources  and  work  out 
economic  problems 
together 

Soviet  Union, 
Poland, 

East  Germany, 

Czechoslovakia, 

Hungary, 

Bulgaria, 

Rumania 
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b.  On  the  following  outline  map,  illustrate  the  trend  toward  European  economic  union  in  the 
following  manner:  (Refer  to  an  atlas  for  assistance.) 

(1)  Label  all  the  countries  of  Europe  on  the  map. 

(2)  Shade  in  blue  the  members  of  the  EC. 

(3)  Shade  in  red  the  members  of  Comecon. 

(4)  Leave  uncoloured  the  nations  not  part  of  any  economic  union. 

Economic  Union  in  Europe 
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Section  2:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  Do  you  think  the  UN  is  achieving  its  aims?  In  a short  paragraph  of  five  to  ten  sentences,  defend 
your  answer. 

Answers  to  this  question  will  vary,  but  the  issue  could  be  argued  from  one  of  the  following 
positions: 

It  is  evident  that  the  UN  is  not  achieving  its  aims  because  there  are  still  wars,  and  the  aim  of  the 
UN  is  to  prevent  them . 

The  UN  is  achieving  its  aims  and,  although  some  wars  happen,  they  have  not  become  major 
wars . The  UN  may  not  be  perfect  but  it  is  better  than  nothing. 

Enrichment 

Wars  often  begin  as  a result  of  poverty,  ignorance  and  misunderstanding.  How  do  you  think  wars 
can  be  prevented  in  the  future,  by  helping  children  now?  In  a short  essay,  defend  your  answer. 

Answers  will  vary.  Here  is  one  possible  approach: 

People  who  grow  up  in  poverty  sometimes  are  very  resentful  of  those  who  appear  to  have  a lot  more . 
If  the  poor  try  to  take  or  steal  from  others,  conflict  may  result.  The  same  is  often  true  with  rich  and 
poor  countries.  If  we  help  children  in  poor  countries  find  ways  of  helping  themselves,  they  may  be 
able  to  work  themselves  out  of  their  poverty.  By  giving  people  opportunities  to  help  themselves,  we 
may  avoid  wars  in  the  future. 


Section  3:  The  Cold  War 

Key  Concepts: 

• superpowers 

• containment 

• brinkmanship 

• spheres  of  influence 

• confrontation 

This  section  deals  with  the  chilly  diplomatic  relations  that  existed  between  the  U.S.A.  and  the  USSR 
following  World  War  II.  It  also  shows  how  confrontation  between  the  superpowers  has  led  to  many 
crises  threatening  world  peace. 
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Section  3:  Activity  1 

1.  Which  two  countries  have  been  the  major  opponents  in  the  Cold  War? 

The  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  have  been  the  major  opponents  in  the  Cold  War. 

2.  a.  How  does  a “cold”  war  differ  from  a “hot”  war? 

A hot  war  uses  military  weapons  to  fight  and  destroy  the  forces  of  the  other  side,  whereas  a 
cold  war  does  not  resort  to  armed  confrontation,  but  is  rather  a war  of  words  and  influence- 
peddling. 

b.  What  was  the  main  reason  for  avoiding  a hot  war? 

People  were  tired  of  war  and  believed  that  the  next  war  might  use  nuclear  weapons. 

3.  How  did  the  Cold  War  prevent  the  United  Nations  from  solving  international  problems? 

In  the  Security  Council  of  the  United  Nations  the  permanent  member  countries  would  veto  any 
effort  not  in  their  interests,  to  solve  a crisis. 

4.  How  was  the  Cold  War  fought? 

Each  country  would  try  to  prove  it  was  better  than  the  other . This  competition  included  such 
things  as  building  larger  and  better  weapons  and  trying  to  get  more  medals  than  the  other  in  the 
Olympic  games. 

5.  Examine  some  of  the  differences  between  communism  and  capitalism.  Match  the  correct  letter 
from  List  A with  the  appropriate  number  from  List  B to  make  the  statements  correct.  Place  the 
appropriate  number  from  List  B in  the  blanks  in  List  A. 


List  A List  B 


a. 

2 

Communism 

L 

are  free  to  move  from  one  job  to  another. 

b. 

1 

In  the  U.S.A.,  workers 

2. 

is  a system  where  the  interests  of  the  country  are 
more  important  than  individual  choice. 

c. 

6 

In  the  Soviet  Union, 
workers 

3. 

are  elected  by  the  people  who  have  a choice  of 
political  parties. 

d. 

4 

Capitalism 

4. 

is  a system  where  the  economic  interests  of  the 

e. 

3 

In  the  U.S.A., 

individual  come  before  those  of  the  country. 

governments 

5. 

are  chosen  from  only  one  political  party. 

f. 

5 

In  the  Soviet  Union, 
governments 

6. 

can  be  told  where  to  go  and  what  job  to  do. 
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6.  Describe  briefly  three  main  differences  between  the  lives  of  citizens  in  the  U.S.A.  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 

• The  United  States  government  bases  its  power  on  democratic  principles,  while  the  Soviet 
government  rules  on  the  basis  of  communism,  and  is,  therefore,  frequently  dictatorial . 

• Individuals  in  the  U.S.  are  allowed  to  own  businesses  and  make  money  for  themselves, 
while  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the  government  controls  most  property. 

• In  the  U.S . there  is  freedom  of  speech,  while  in  the  USSR  citizens  are  restricted  in  the 
opinions  and  ideas  they  can  express. 

You  may  have  thought  of  other  differences.  Remember,  too,  that  as  the  USSR  has  been 
moving  to  a market  economy,  individual  ownership  of  property  has  increased.  Personal 
freedoms,  such  as  freedom  of  speech  and  religion,  have  been  allowed. 

7.  Study  the  following  diagram. 


The  domino  effect  - each  country  that  falls  to  communism  causes  the  next  one  to  fall. 

Explain  the  domino  effect  in  your  own  words. 

Your  answer  should  reflect  the  idea  that  if  one  country  is  allowed  to  fall  to  communism,  it  will 
encourage  neighbouring  countries  to  fall,  setting  off  a chain  reaction. 

8.  a.  What  is  meant  by  the  term  “iron  curtain?” 

The  iron  curtain  is  Churchills  definition  of  the  boundary  between  western  Europe  and 
communist  eastern  Europe. 

b.  According  to  Churchill  what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Soviet  Union? 

Churchill  thought  that  the  Soviet  Union  wanted  to  expand  communism  throughout  Europe. 
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9.  Examine  the  following  chart. 


Troop  Strengths  in  Europe 


1945 

1946 

West 

U.S.A. 

3100  000 

391  000 

U.K. 

1 321  000 

488  000 

Canada 

300  000 

none 

East 

USSR 

6 000  000 

6 000  000 

a.  Why  do  you  think  the  number  of  troops  the  West  had  in  Europe  fell  after  1945? 

Since  the  war  ended  in  1945,  American  and  Canadian  troops  wanted  to  return  home. 

b.  Why  do  you  think  the  number  of  Soviet  troops  remained  at  the  same  level? 

The  Soviet  army  had  liberated  eastern  Europe  from  Germany,  but  it  remained  as  an 
occupying  army,  extending  the  influence  of  communism. 

c.  What  reason  does  Churchill  give  for  keeping  the  West’s  troops  in  Europe? 

Churchill  wanted  these  troops  to  defend  western  Europe  in  case  of  a Soviet  attack. 

d.  A “sphere  of  influence”  is  an  area  under  the  control  of  a great  power.  What  area  does 
Churchill  refer  to  in  his  speech? 

Churchill  refers  to  the  countries  of  eastern  Europe. 

e.  What  great  power  is  controlling  this  sphere  of  influence? 

The  Soviet  Union  is  the  controlling  power. 

10.  a.  Suggest  a reason  why  Britain  could  not  afford  to  help  Greece  in  1947? 

Britain  was  economically  exhausted  after  fighting  World  War  II,  and  had  no  money  to  spend 
on  Greece. 

b.  Why  do  you  think  the  United  States  could  afford  to  help  Greece? 

The  United  States  was  not  bombed  during  World  War  II  (except  for  Pearl  Harbour  in 
Hawaii).  Its  factories  produced  goods  that  could  help  countries  like  Greece. 
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1 1.  a.  “Every  nation  must  choose  between  alternative  ways  of  life.”  What  choice  is  President 
Truman  referring  to  in  his  speech? 

President  Truman  is  referring  to  the  choice  of  whether  or  not  people  want  to  live  in  freedom, 
or  be  controlled  by  the  communists. 

b.  In  1945  some  Americans  felt  that  the  United  States  had  done  enough  and  should  stay  out  of 
foreign  problems.  How  did  the  Truman  Doctrine  change  America’s  foreign  policy? 

The  Truman  Doctrine  encouraged  the  United  States  to  help  any  country  that  was  fighting 
communism. 

Section  3:  Activity  2 

1.  During  World  War  II  the  Soviet  armies  captured  and  took  Berlin.  Nevertheless,  the  city  was 
divided  into  American,  British,  French,  and  Soviet  sectors.  Why  do  you  think  this  was  done? 

The  city  was  a symbol  of  the  enemy  they  had  all  been  fighting,  and  each  country  wanted  a part  of 
it  - a part  of  the  victory. 

2.  Study  the  preceding  map.  Note  that  Berlin  is  deep  within  the  Soviet  zone,  far  from  the  western 
Allies.  What  methods  of  transportation  could  be  used  between  West  Germany  and  Berlin? 

Methods  of  transportation  would  include  automobiles,  trains,  and  airplanes. 
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3.  Refer  again  to  the  map.  The  cities  of  Hamburg,  Hanover,  and  Frankfurt  were  take-off  points  for 
the  aircraft  to  Berlin.  Show  the  air  corridors  used  by  joining  these  cities  to  Berlin  (use  a ruler). 


The  East/West  German  Frontier 


4.  “We  refused  to  be  forced  out  of  Berlin,  we  demonstrated  to  the  people  of  Europe  that  we  would 
act  when  their  freedom  was  threatened.”  How  do  the  words  of  the  American  president  reflect  the 
Truman  Doctrine  and  the  domino  effect? 

The  Truman  Doctrine  said  that  the  United  States  would  help  any  country  or  people  fighting 
communism.  By  fighting  communism  in  Berlin,  the  U.S.  prevented  communism  from  spreading 
to  neighbouring  countries. 

5.  After  the  Berlin  Blockade  crisis.  West  Germany  (and  West  Berlin)  began  to  develop 
economically  and  became  very  wealthy.  As  the  Soviet  Union  had  feared,  the  new  West 
Germany  became  a powerful  economic  country.  Many  people  in  East  Germany  (and  East 
Berlin),  attracted  by  this  prosperity,  tried  to  escape  their  relative  poverty.  To  stop  them,  the 
communists  built  a wall  of  barbed  wire  and  concrete  through  the  city  of  Berlin.  The  Berlin  Wall 
divided  the  city  into  two  separate  sections  and  made  escape  more  difficult. 
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Study  the  following  diagram  and  photograph. 


Border  between  East  and  West  Germany 


What  are  some  of  the  obstacles  that  made  escape  difficult? 


Obstacles  included  attack  dogs,  watch  towers,  mines,  soldiers  on  patrol,  a long,  unprotected 
distance  to  be  crossed,  as  well  as  fences  and  walls. 
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6.  On  the  map,  complete  the  following  activities. 

a.  Label  the  countries  of  Europe.  Use  an  atlas  if  you  need  help  locating  them. 

b.  Shade  the  members  of  the  NATO  alliance  in  blue. 

c.  Shade  the  members  of  the  Warsaw  Pact  in  red. 

NATO  and  the  Warsaw  Pact  in  Europe 


Social  Studies  33 


17 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


TURKEY 


Module  7 


7.  Explain  why  NATO  was  set  up,  from  both  American  and  Soviet  points  of  view. 

Answers , of  course,  will  vary  here,  but  the  American  position  would  probably  present  NATO  as  a 
defence  against  communism.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Soviet  opinion  will  likely  see  NATO  as  an 
attempt  by  the  United  States  to  take  over  the  world. 

8.  The  following  world  map  shows  the  communist  nations  of  the  Warsaw  Pact  (shaded).  Using  an 
atlas,  locate  the  different  areas  of  the  world  that  form  the  alliances  identified  in  the  chart.  Note 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  identify  and  label  each  country  involved. 


60  90  120 


150 


150 


In  doing  this  map  activity,  did  you  notice  that  most  areas  of  the  world  are  involved  in  military 
alliances? 


9.  Describe  in  your  own  words  how  the  preceding  map  illustrates  the  policy  of  containment. 

The  map  shows  that  the  system  of  alliances  completely  encircles  the  communist  countries.  It 
attempts  to  prevent  them  from  spreading  beyond  their  own  boundries. 

10.  What  does  it  mean  to  “veto”  something? 

“ To  veto”  means  to  refuse  approval  for  something. 
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11.  Why  would  the  Soviets  have  vetoed  a proposal  to  send  aid  to  South  Korea? 

The  Soviet  Union  would  have  vetoed  sending  aid  to  South  Korea  because  they  were  already 
supporting  the  North  Koreans  and  wanted  them  to  spread  communism  to  South  Korea. 

12.  American  Secretary  of  State  John  Foster  Dulles  commented  that  the  “gallant,  determined,  and 
successful  fight”  of  United  Nations  troops  against  communist  advance  had  “administered  terrible 
defeats  on  communist  forces.” 

How  do  the  words  of  the  American  secretary  of  state  reflect  the  policy  of  containment? 

Dulles  means  that  the  communists  tried  to  expand  into  South  Korea , but  the  United  Nations’ 
troops  prevented  them  from  doing  so  - in  other  words,  communism  was " contained.” 

Section  3:  Activity  3 

1 . a.  Why  was  it  so  important  to  be  the  technological  leader  in  the  missile  race? 

The  leader  had  better,  more  powerful  missiles  that  could  travel  farther,  thus  giving  this 
nation  an  advantage  over  the  enemy. 

b.  Deterrence  is  the  ability  to  threaten  your  enemy  with  total  destruction  if  you  are  attacked. 
How  did  the  early  Soviet  technological  triumphs  affect  the  American  ability  to  deter  a Soviet 
attack? 

Early  Soviet  success  meant  that  they  could  bomb  the  United  States,  and  the  U.S.  did  not  have 
the  ability  to  fight  back. 

c.  How  does  deterrence  prevent  wars  from  starting? 

Neither  side  would  start  a war  because  they  know  that  they  will  be  destroyed  if  they  do. 

d.  What  do  you  think  are  some  disadvantages  of  using  deterrence  as  a means  of  preventing 
wars? 

People  always  live  under  the  threat  of  war  breaking  out  intentionally  - or  still  worse,  by  a 
technical  accident.  In  addition,  weapons  have  to  be  tested  and  this  may  pollute  the 
atmosphere  with  radioactivity. 

e.  Do  “Ban  the  Bomb”  protests  against  nuclear  weapons  occur  today?  Why  or  why  not? 

Answers  will  vary,  depending  on  your  experience.  " Ban  the  Bomb” -type  protests  do,  in  fact, 
occur  in  many  places,  although  perhaps  not  in  your  community.  (Consider  the  " Refuse  the 
Cruise”  campaign  in  the  late  1980s.) 

f.  Would  you  join  a “Ban  the  Bomb”  march  if  one  was  held  close  by?  Why  or  why  not? 

The  answers  to  this  question  will  vary  since  it  is  your  personal  choice. 
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2.  a.  How  did  the  United  States  detect  Soviet  missile  sites  in  Cuba? 

Soviet  Missiles  were  detected  by  U2  spy  aircraft  that  was  taking  pictures . 

b.  Why  were  Americans  worried  about  this  development?  In  whose  sphere  of  influence  was 
Cuba  considered  to  be? 

Missiles  in  Cuba  could  hit  most  of  the  major  cities  in  the  United  States.  The  Soviet  Union 
had  broken  out  of  its  containment,  and  had  Cuba  as  an  ally.  The  United  States  considered 
Cuba  to  be  in  its  sphere  of  influence. 

c.  By  putting  missiles  in  Cuba  do  you  think  the  Soviet  Union  was  trying  to  break  out  of  the 
containment  placed  on  communism  by  the  Americans?  (Refer  to  the  map  Activity  2, 
Question  8 for  your  answer.) 

Yes,  because  Cuba  was  outside  the  system  of  alliances  encircling  the  communist  countries . 
Also  Cuba  was  in  the  sphere  of  influence  of  the  United  States. 

d.  Review  the  definition  of  deterrence  in  Activity  3,  Question  lb.  How  did  the  Russian 
missiles  affect  America’s  ability  to  deter  an  attack  from  the  Soviet  Union? 

Missiles  from  Cuba  could  reach  the  United  States  before  the  Americans  could  fire  their 
missiles  at  the  Soviet  Union. 

e.  Why  do  you  think  President  Kennedy  chose  the  third  of  three  options  open  to  him?  Explain. 

Answers  to  this  question  may  vary,  but  they  should  include  a reference  to  the  fact  that 
Kennedy  wanted  to  give  Krushchev  time  to  change  his  mind  and  move  the  world  back  from 
the  abyss  of  destruction. 

f.  How  could  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  have  developed  quickly  into  an  all-out  war? 

Tension  ran  very  high  during  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis,  both  in  the  government  centres  of 
Washington  and  Moscow,  and  in  the  area  of  the  naval  blockade.  Furthermore,  such 
incidents  as  the  downing  of  the  American  U2  plane  over  Cuba  during  this  period,  were 
sufficient  in  themselves  to  provoke  hostile  reaction . Likely,  only  the  sobering  awareness  of 
the  destruction  involved  in  nuclear  warfare  deterred  escalation  into  all-out  war.  After  the 
Crisis,  the  U.SA.  and  USSR  moved  quickly  to  install  a direct  “ hotline ’ ; the  need  for  better 
communication  between  the  two  superpowers  had  been  drastically  demonstrated. 
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3.  Use  the  five  W’s  (Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?)  and  How?,  to  develop  two  or  three  more 
research  questions  that  will  help  you  answer  the  overall  question.  Examples  of  these  kinds  of 
questions  are  available  in  the  preceding  article. 

Questions  here  will  vary  but  here  are  three  suggestions: 

Why  did  the  Soviets  want  to  put  missiles  in  Cuba  in  the  first  place? 

When  would  the  missiles  ever  have  been  used? 

Why  were  the  missiles  removed  with  apparently  little  argument? 

4.  At  this  point  in  your  problem  solving  you  will  write  an  hypothesis  that  gives  a tentative  answer 
to  the  question: 

What  were  the  lessons  learned  from  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis? 

Hypothesis: 

Answers  to  this  question  may  vary,  but  an  hypothesis  relating  to  this  issue  should  refer  to  some 
of  the  following: 

• there  is  a need  for  better  communication  between  leaders  in  a time  of  crisis 

• brinkmanship  is  too  dangerous  as  a policy  in  the  nuclear  age 

• the  nuclear  arms  race  must  be  controlled 

• some  opportunity  must  exist  for  one  or  more  of  the  leaders  to  back  down  with  no  loss  of 
face  or  prestige 

5.  a.  Why  did  Fidel  Castro  and  his  followers  want  to  overthrow  General  Batista  and  his  dictatorial 

government? 

General  Batista  and  his  government  were  corrupt  and  were  doing  very  little  to  help  the 
people  of  Cuba. 

b.  What  was  the  aim  of  the  Bay  of  Pigs  attack  and  how  successful  was  it? 

The  aim  of  the  Bay  of  Pigs  attack  was  to  launch  an  invasion  of  Cuba  in  order  to  start  a 
revolution  against  Fidel  Castro  and  his  government. 

c.  In  what  three  ways  did  the  Soviet  Union  and  Cuba  cooperate  with  each  other  after  the  Bay  of 
Pigs  incident? 

• The  USSR  agreed  to  buy  Cuban  sugar. 

• The  USSR  would  provide  financial  aid  for  industry  and  agriculture. 

• The  USSR  agreed  to  help  defend  Cuba. 
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d.  Explain  why  Mr.  Krushchev  wanted  to  have  Soviet  missiles  in  Cuba. 

He  wanted  strategically-placed  missiles  aimed  at  the  undefended  part  of  the  United  States  to 
help  overcome  the  Soviet  technology  gap . Mr.  Krushchev  throught  that  missiles  in  Cuba 
would  force  the  U.S.  to  grant  some  concessions  on  Berlin. 

6.  a.  How  did  the  Soviet  leader  reply  to  President  Kennedy’s  demand  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Soviet  missiles? 

Krushchev  reacted  with  a counterproposal:  the  USSR  would  remove  their  missiles  in  Cuba, 
if  the  U.S.A.  would  remove  their  missiles  from  Europe. 

b.  “Each  side  had  room  to  manoeuvre.”  Explain  the  meaning  of  this  phrase  with  reference  to 
the  agreements  made  by  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  to  end  the  crisis. 

By  bargaining  their  way  out  of  the  crisis,  each  leader  could  say  that  he  had  won. 

c.  Why  might  President  Kennedy  be  considered  to  have  come  out  of  the  crisis  in  a stronger 
position  than  the  Soviet  leader? 

The  Soviets  had  to  remove  their  powerful  missiles,  whereas  the  Americans  agreed  to  remove 
missiles  in  Turkey  that  were  already  obsolete. 

1.  “Brinkmanship”  is  a term  used  to  describe  an  eyeball -to-eyeball  confrontation  in  which  someone 
has  to  blink.  Why  is  the  Cuban  Missile  crisis  a good  example  of  brinkmanship? 

Kennedy  felt  that  Soviet  missiles  on  Cuba  called  for  drastic  action,  and  that  there  was  no  room 
for  negotiation  as  the  situation  stood.  Hence,  he  pushed  the  situation  to  the  limits  of  safety  (to 
the  brink ) through  use  of  naval  blockade,  which  pressured  Krushchev  to  back  down.  Since 
Kennedy’s  use  of  brinkmanship  imples  that  he  would  not  have  backed  down,  it  is  conceivable 
that  a nucear  war  would  have  resulted  if  Krushchev  had  refused  to  concede. 

8.  a.  Explain  why  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  forced  the  superpowers  to  make  changes  in  their 
attitudes  toward  one  another. 

Each  side  realized  that  employing  the  policy  of  brinkmanship  with  nuclear  weapons  was  too 
dangerous  for  everybody. 

b.  Why  might  the  hotline  telephone  link  be  considered  an  important  development  in  Soviet- 
American  relations? 

This  way  the  two  leaders  could  directly  communicate  in  any  crisis,  and  possibly  avoid 
misunderstanding. 

c.  What  effect  did  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  have  on  the  arms  race? 

Both  sides  decided  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  reduce  the  threat  of  nuclear  war. 
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9.  List  two  or  three  lessons  learned  from  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis. 

Here  are  some  examples: 

• The  leaders  of  the  superpowers  must  be  able  to  communicate  during  any  crisis,  so  that 
there  are  no  misunderstandings. 

• A policy  of  brinkmanship  is  dangerous  and  could  result  in  war  by  mistake. 

• Leaders  of  both  countries  must  use  strategies  that  will  allow  one  leader  to  back  down 
without  losing  face. 

• The  nuclear  arms  race  must  be  controlled. 

10.  Refer  back  to  your  hypothesis  in  Step  2 and  decide  if  it  is  still  valid.  If  necessary,  change  your 
hypothesis.  In  your  section  assignment  you  will  be  required  to  write  a paper  defending  your 
hypothesis. 

This  answer  will  depend  upon  what  you  used  as  an  hypothesis,  and  what  you  decide  at  this  point. 

Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  The  Cold  War  started  after  World  War  II.  It  was  mainly  a struggle  by  the  United  States,  Great 
Britain,  and  their  allies  to  check  the  spread  of  communism,  first  in  Europe  and  then  around  the 
world.  On  the  following  map 

a.  name  each  country  shown  and  indicate  the  year  in  which  it  fell  under  communist  control 
(You  may  require  a history  text  book  or  an  encyclopedia.) 

b.  shade  in  red  the  areas  of  the  world  that  were  under  communist  control  before  World  War  II 

c.  shade  in  blue  the  areas  of  the  world  that  came  under  communist  control  since  1939  (the  year 
World  War  II  began) 
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Nations  Under  Communist  Control 


The  Soviet  Union  and  Mongolia  are  the  only  nations  you  should  have  shaded  red,  since  they 
were  under  communist  control  prior  to  1939.  All  of  the  remaining  countries  should  have  been 
shaded  blue,  since  they  came  under  communist  control  after  1939,  when  World  War  1 1 began. 


2.  Which  side  do  you  think  is  the  strongest?  Give  your  reasons. 

Based  simply  on  numbers,  the  Warsaw  Pact  appears  to  be  the  strongest.  This  does  not  indicate 
how  effective  the  weapons  are,  however. 

3.  Many  of  the  countries  in  the  Warsaw  Pact  resent  the  domination  of  the  Soviet  Union.  In  times  of 
crisis,  the  Soviet  Union  has  not  always  been  able  to  count  on  their  loyalty.  Does  this  fact  change 
your  estimation  of  Soviet  strength?  Explain. 

Yes.  If  the  loyalty  of  the  troops  cannot  be  counted  on,  then  the  Warsaw  Pact  is  not  as  strong  as  it 
appears  to  be. 
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Enrichment 

1.  On  the  following  blank  map  of  the  world,  locate  and  label  the  countries  named  in  this  article. 
Draw  the  X (crossed  swords)  symbol  to  indicate  in  which  countries  fighting  is  taking  place. 


2.  Third  World  conflicts  represent  a danger  to  world  peace.  What  is  the  major  threat? 

Wars  in  the  Third  World  are  a threat  to  world  peace  because  they  could  escalate  into  an  all-out 
war  between  the  superpowers. 
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Section  3 Assignment 

A problem-solving  model  was  presented  in  Section  3 . Using  this  model  you  were  asked  to  identify 
some  lessons  learned  from  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis.  For  this  assignment,  refer  back  to  the 
information  you  have  learned  on  this  important  event. 

What  were  the  lessons  learned  from  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis? 


Step  1:  Understanding  the  Problem 

1.  In  three  to  four  sentences,  explain  in  your  own  words  what  this  problem  means  to  you.  (Refer  to 
your  answers  in  Section  3,  Question  2.) 

Refer  to  answers  in  Section  3,  Question  2. 

Step  2:  Research  Questions/Hypothesis 

2.  Identify  two  or  three  research  questions. 

Answers  will  vary. 

3.  Develop  an  hypothesis  (i.e.,  an  educated  guess)  that  might  answer  all  your  research  questions. 
Answers  will  vary. 


Step  3:  Gather  and  Organize  Data 


4.  Use  Retrieval  Chart  #1  to  organize  the  data  needed  to  answer  your  research  questions. 
Answers  will  vary  depending  on  the  research  questions. 

5.  Use  Retrieval  Chart  #2  to  test  your  hypothesis  against  the  relevant  data  you  have  obtained. 
Record  your  hypothesis  in  the  left-hand  column  of  the  chart.  Then,  in  point  form,  fill  in  the 
right-hand  column  with  the  data  you  have  found  that  would  either  prove  or  disprove  your 
hypothesis. 

Students  decide  what  they  must  know  to  answer  their  hypotheses. 
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6.  Do  you  think  your  hypothesis  is  valid?  Explain  briefly. 
Student's  decision . 


Step  4:  Develop  a Conclusion 


7.  List  two  or  three  lessons  learned  from  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis? 

• The  leaders  of  the  superpowers  must  be  able  to  talk  to  each  other  during  the  crisis  so  that 
there  are  no  misunderstandings. 

• A policy  of  brinkmanship  is  too  dangerous  and  could  result  in  a war  by  mistake. 

• The  nuclear  arms  race  had  to  be  controlled. 

• Leaders  of  each  country  have  to  use  strategies  that  would  allow  one  leader  to  back  down 
without  losing  face. 

8.  In  a short  paragraph  of  three  to  four  sentences,  give  your  opinions  on  how  serious  the  Cuban 
Missile  Crisis  was.  Explain  briefly  how  you  think  we  can  avoid  such  dangers  in  the  future. 

These  are  the  student’ s choices,  so  answers  will  vary. 


Section  4:  The  Cold  War  Changes 


Key  Concepts: 


• decolonization 

• revolution 

• military  intervention 

• wars  of  independence 


Section  4 deals  with  the  emergence  of  new  nations  after  1945.  It  also  takes  a look  at  some  of  the 
problems  the  creation  of  these  new  nations  have  caused  the  superpowers. 


Section  4:  Activity  1 

1.  a.  Summarize  the  three  reasons  that  motivated  nations  in  Asia  and  Africa  to  seek  their 
independence. 

• People  saw  their  colonial  masters  defeated  in  war. 

• Colonial  people  felt  they  had  earned  respect  and  independence  fighting  for  the  master 
country. 

• Colonial  leaders  were  educated  in  Europe  and  were  taught  the  ideas  of  equality  and 
freedom  there. 
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b.  Which  reason  do  you  think  was  the  most  important  one?  Explain  your  choice. 

Responses  will  vary  here , depending  upon  your  opinion ; but  be  sure  to  support  your  answer. 

c.  In  which  continent  have  most  nations  won  their  independence  since  1945? 

Africa 


2. 


Decolonization  in  Africa 


Using  the  symbols  in  the  key,  indicate  which  countries  became  independent  in  the  1950s,  1960s, 
1970s  and  1980s.  Refer  to  an  atlas  if  you  need  assistance  locating  the  countries. 
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3.  a.  Summarize  the  four  challenging  problems  that  faced  the  governments  of  new  African 

nations. 

• low  levels  of  education  among  the  native  people 

• different  ethnic  groups  competing  for  political  power 

• no  experience  in  self-government;  western  democracy  was  not  suited  to  the  African 
cultures. 

• resources  and  technology  levels  were  too  low  to  develop  the  economy 

b.  Rank  these  four  problems  in  order  of  their  seriousness  with  number  1 being  the  most  serious 
and  number  4 being  the  least  serious. 

Answers  to  this  question  will  vary  depending  on  your  opinion. 

c.  In  a paragraph  of  five  to  six  sentences  give  reasons  for  your  selection. 

The  answers  to  this  question  will  vary  since  it  reflects  your  personal  opinion. 

4.  What  does  the  cartoon  suggest  is  the  reason  for  superpower  involvement  in  Africa? 

The  cartoonist  suggests  that  although  both  sides  are  interested  in  strategic  advantages  (i.e., 
military  bases  on  the  coast),  the  primary  reason  for  one  superpower’ s involvement  is  suspicion 
of  the  actions  and  motives  of  the  other  superpower. 

Section  4:  Activity  2 


1 . The  Chinese  Revolution  was  very  complicated.  Three  different  groups  fought  each  other  for 
control  of  China.  To  better  help  you  understand  this  event,  use  the  information  in  the  preceding 
article  to  label  the  circles  with  the  appropriate  names  of  the  conflicting  parties. 
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2.  a.  Summarize,  in  a sentence  for  each,  the  three  main  disagreements  between  the  Soviet  Union 

and  the  Chinese  communists. 

• They  differed  on  their  interpretation  of  communism  and  how  to  spread  it  throughout 
the  world. 

• They  could  not  agree  on  how  to  relate  to  western  capitalist  countries. 

• The  Soviets  would  not  show  the  Chinese  how  to  build  the  atomic  bomb. 

b.  Why  do  you  think  non-communist  governments  were  surprised  at  the  dispute  between  the 
Soviet  Union  and  China? 

They  were  surprised  because  both  were  leading  communist  countries  in  the  world. 

3.  Indicate  the  changing  relations  between  the  Soviet  Union,  China,  and  the  United  States  by 
labelling  the  circles  below  according  to  the  countries  that  they  represent. 
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4.  China  recently  has  become  more  important  in  world  affairs.  It  now  has  the  bomb  and  some 
people  refer  to  it  as  a superpower.  Consider  the  following  data  and  decide  for  yourself  if  China 
should  be  considered  one  of  the  superpowers. 


Size 


U.S.A.  7%  USSR  17%  China  7% 
Rest  of  World  69  % 


Industrial  Production 


USSR  19% 


6 


China  5% 

Rest  of  World  46% 


A 


China  22%  USSR  7%  U.S.A.  6% 
Rest  of  World  65  % 


Wealth 


GDP 


U.S.A.  33% 


USSR  12% 


China  4% 


Rest  of  World  51  % 


Military  Strength 


China  1 0% 


Rest  of  World  20  % 
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a.  Complete  the  chart  by  giving  each  country  a point  for  every  percentage  it  has  of  the  world’s 
size,  industrial  production,  wealth,  population,  and  military  strength  as  shown.  The  size 
category  has  already  been  done  for  you. 

b.  Add  up  the  points.  This  will  give  you  a rough  idea  of  the  comparative  strengths  of  the  three 
powers. 

c.  Finally,  rank  the  powers  from  1 to  3,  with  number  1 being  the  strongest. 


Category 

China 

Soviet  Union 

United  States 

Size 

7 

17 

7 

Industry 

5 

19 

30 

Wealth 

4 

12 

33 

Population 

22 

7 

6 \ 

Military 

Strength 

10 

35 

35  j 

Total 

38 

90 

111 

Ranking 

3 

2 

1 \ 

d.  What  factor(s)  seem  most  to  account  for  the  lead  that  the  number  one  power  has  over  the 
number  two  power? 

Industry  and  wealth  seem  to  account  most  for  the  leading  country’s  position . 

e.  The  U.S.A.  and  the  USSR  are  often  called  the  superpowers.  Does  China  also  deserve  this 
title?  Explain. 

Answers  will  vary  to  this  question,  depending  upon  your  opinion. 

f.  What  is  your  definition  of  a superpower? 

A superpower  is  a rich  and  powerful  nation  that  can  exert  its  influence  around  the  world. 
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Section  4:  Activity  3 

1.  a.  Label  the  countries  of  the  Middle  East  on  the  map.  Refer  to  an  atlas  if  you  need  assistance. 

The  Middle  East 
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b.  The  Middle  East  is  often  called  the  “crossroads  of  three  continents.”  How  is  this  suggested 
by  the  map? 

Three  continents  meet  in  this  region:  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa. 

2.  A balance  of  power  is  a fairly  even  distribution  of  military  and  economic  power  among 
countries,  so  that  no  one  country  will  become  too  strong  or  dangerous. 

a.  Refer  to  the  map  in  Question  1.  How  does  the  location  of  the  Soviet  Union  affect  events  in 
the  Middle  East? 

The  Soviet  Union  is  located  close  to  this  region  and  can  exert  its  influence  easily. 

b.  Why  do  you  think  it  was  necessary  for  the  United  States  to  help  Israel  as  a means  of 
restoring  a balance  of  power  in  the  region? 

The  Arabs,  supported  by  the  Soviet  Union,  would  probably  have  destroyed  Israel  without  the 
US.  assisting  Israel. 

3.  What  reasons  does  the  map  suggest  for  why  the  Israelis  would  not  want  to  give  up  territory  taken 
from  the  Arabs? 

The  Israelis  did  not  want  to  give  up  the  territory  they  won  from  the  Arabs  because  this  land  gave 
them  better  protected  borders  (a  buffer  zone). 

4.  In  a short  paragraph  of  five  to  six  sentences  suggest  why  the  Arab  use  of  the  oil  weapon  was  so 
effective  in  bringing  an  end  to  the  war. 

Today  we  rely  on  oil  for  much  of  our  energy.  Since  much  of  that  oil  is  imported,  countries  that 
produce  oil  can  threaten  to  cut  us  off.  This  would  mean  that  many  of  our  factories  would  close, 
and  many  of  our  people  would  be  unemployed. 

5.  a.  How  does  the  preceding  map  suggest  that  any  conflict  in  the  Middle  East  can  be  very 

upsetting  to  people  all  over  the  world? 

Most  of  the  worlds  oil  comes  from  the  Persian  Gulf.  A war  might  block  the  Straits  of 
Hormuz  and  stop  the  flow  of  oil  needed  all  over  the  world. 

b.  Why  is  it  important  that  the  Straits  of  Hormuz  are  not  controlled  by  any  one  country? 

If  owned  by  a single  country,  that  country  could  threaten  not  to  let  oil  tankers  pass  through 
the  narrow  water  passage. 
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Section  4:  Activity  4 

1.  In  what  way  does  the  cartoon  reflect  the  American  view  of  what  was  likely  to  happen  in  this  part 
of  the  world? 

They  feared  that  if  Vietnam  became  communist  then  communism  would  spread  to  all  other 
countries  in  the  area. 

2.  Guerrilla  warfare  is  conducted  by  fighters  who  operate  in  small  groups  and  usually  make  hit-and- 
run  attacks  against  the  enemy.  Guerrilla  fighters  often  disguise  themselves  as  ordinary  people. 

a.  How  could  much  of  the  fighting  in  the  Vietnam  War  be  called  guerrilla  warfare? 

The  Vietcong  used  hit-and-run  tactics  against  the  American  armies  during  most  of  the  war. 

b.  What  two  reasons  made  it  less  likely  that  the  United  States  would  win  the  war  in  Vietnam? 

• The  U.S.  could  not  win  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  peasants  to  their  side. 

• The  appeal  of  communism  was  too  strong  for  the  peasants  to  resist , because  this 
appeal  lay  in  a promise  of  improved  living  conditions  - a real,  understandable  benefit. 

c.  How  do  you  think  the  events  of  the  Vietnam  War  affected  the  status  of  the  United  States  as  a 
superpower?  Explain  your  answer. 

Answers  to  this  question  will  vary  but  it  is  generally  thought  that  the  United  States  was 
defeated  in  this  war,  and  thus  lost  some  of  its  prestige  as  a superpower. 

Section  4:  Foflow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  What  reasons  does  Nehru  give  for  not  wanting  the  Asian  and  African  nations  to  be  involved  in 
European  affairs? 

Nehru  reasoned  that 

* European  wars  are  the  result  of  conflicts  that  have  nothing  to  do  with  anyone  else 

• independent  countries  of  Asia  will  decide  for  themselves  whom  they  will  help 

2.  Why  did  he  believe  that  the  Asian  and  African  nations  should  remain  neutral  in  the  Cold  War? 

Most  Cold  War  conflicts  have  nothing  to  do  with  African  and  Asian  concerns;  independent 
countries  on  these  continents  should  stay  neutral. 
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Enrichment 

1.  Explain  why  you  think  the  reporter  of  the  preceding  article  was  either  correct  or  incorrect  about 
American-Chinese  relations  when  he  suggested: 

Answers  to  the  following  questions  will  vary,  but  here  are  some  ideas. 

a.  The  Chinese  treated  President  Nixon  very  well  during  his  visit. 

The  Chinese  people  treated  Nixon  and  his  wife  formally  and  correctly  ( according  to  Chinese 
customs ).  Given  all  that  has  happened  in  the  past  between  the  two  countries,  the  greeting 
could  be  considered  friendly . 

b.  The  Chinese  are  anxious  to  win  American  friendship  because  they  are  militarily  threatened 
by  the  Soviet  Union. 

This  is  true  since  Chou  En-lai  indicated  in  his  talks  that  the  biggest  military  threat  to  China 
was  the  Soviet  Union. 

c.  The  president’s  visit  is  “the  beginning  of  a friendship”  between  the  United  States  and  China. 

This  also  seemed  correct,  because  the  leadership  in  both  countries  was  making  an  effort  to 
meet  with  and  listen  to  each  other  in  a spirit  of  acceptance  rather  than  the  former  hostility. 


Section  5:  Central  America 

Key  Concepts: 

• containment 

• spheres  of  influence 

• military  intervention 

Section  5 deals  with  the  interactions  between  the  U.S.A.  and  USSR  in  Central  America.  It  shows 
American  attempts  at  containment  of  communism  in  its  sphere  of  influence.  Efforts  at  military 
intervention  in  Nicaragua  are  highlighted. 


Section  5:  Activity  1 

1.  Do  you  think  that  it  will  be  possible  for  the  Security  Council  of  the  United  Nations  to  intervene 
in  this  confrontation  to  preserve  peace?  Explain  your  answer. 

The  Security  Council  will  probably  not  be  able  to  intervene  since  the  permanent  members  of  the 
Security  Council  (superpowers)  are  likely  to  veto  any  possible  UN  efforts. 
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2.  a.  Why  did  many  Nicaraguans  support  the  Sandinistas? 

The  Sandinistas  promised  land  reform  and  improved  social  programs  for  peasants  and  other 
Nicaraguans . 

b.  Why  did  the  United  States  consider  Central  America  to  be  in  its  sphere  of  influence? 

The  United  States  considered  Central  America  to  be  within  its  sphere  of  influence  because 
Central  America  is  located  close  to  the  U.S.  and  has  many  economic,  political,  and  cultural 
ties  to  it. 

3.  Four  groups  have  been  active  in  Nicaragua.  In  point  form  describe  why  each  has  been  involved. 

a.  Sandinistas  • They  want  to  promote  needed  economic  and  social  reforms. 

b.  Soviet  Union/Cuba  • Nicaragua  is  an  independent  country  and  can  make  alliances  with 

whomever  it  wishes. 

• Nicaragua  is  a communist  state  and  deserves  Soviet! Cuban 
protection. 

c.  contras  • Sandinistas  have  destroyed  freedom  and  democracy  in  Nicaragua. 

• Many  contras  supported  the  Somoza  government  because  it 
protected  their  rights. 

d.  United  States  • The  Soviet  Union  is  interfering  in  an  American  sphere  of  influence 

where  it  does  not  belong. 

• The  Soviet  Union  is  promoting  communism  in  Central  America. 
After  Nicaragua,  other  countries  will  fall  to  communism. 

4.  Using  the  information  supplied  on  the  preceding  map,  answer  the  following  questions: 

a.  In  what  ways  have  the  superpowers  been  active  in  Central  America? 

They  have  been  active  in  naval  protection  of  the  coast,  spy  flights,  training  bases  with 
military  advisors,  surveillance  sites,  supplying  troops,  and  the  sale  of  weapons. 

b.  What  evidence  is  there  to  indicate  that  Nicaragua  has  been  at  war  with  its  neighbours? 

There  have  been  clashes  of  troops  between  Nicaragua  and  Honduras,  and  between 
Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica. 
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c.  A strategic  location  is  one  that  gives  advantages  to  the  party  that  controls  it 

What  evidence  is  present  to  indicate  that  the  United  States  has  considered  Central  America  to 
be  a strategically  located  region? 

The  United  States  is  located  close  to  this  region.  A great  deal  of  military  aid  has  been  sent 
in  to  prevent  communists  from  taking  over  in  other  countries.  The  United  States  also  has 
wanted  to  protect  the  Panama  Canal. 

d.  Provide  three  examples,  with  a brief  explanation,  of  how  the  the  situation  in  Central  America 
has  paralleled  the  Vietnam  War? 

Answers  here  will  vary,  but  could  include  the  following: 

• Superpowers  are  backing  opposing  sides. 

• U.S.  fears  a domino  effect. 

• Communism  is  appealing  to  peasants. 

• There  is  a possibility  that  this  conflict  could  escalate  into  another  all-out  war. 

• Guerrilla  warfare  is  characteristic  of  some  of  the  fighting. 

Section  5:  Foilow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

Review  the  lessons  learned  in  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  (Section  3).  In  what  ways  do  these 
lessons  apply  to  the  confrontation  in  Nicaragua? 

• Answers  here  will  vary,  but  should  include  some  of  these  main  ideas: 

• The  superpowers  must  communicate  with  each  other  in  order  to  prevent  this  smaller  war 
from  escalating  into  a major  war. 

• The  superpowers  should  not  resort  to  using  nuclear  weapons. 

• A solution  can  be  found  if  each  side  can  claim  a victory. 
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Enrichment 

Democracy  in  Central  America  is  fragile.  Suggest  ways  in  which  outside  countries,  particularly 
developed  nations  such  as  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  might  help  Central  American  democracy  to  survive. 

Answers  here  will  vary , depending  on  your  views.  One  frequently-voiced  opinion  is  the  following: 

Countries  outside  the  region  should  allow  Central  Americans  to  solve  their  problems  in  their  own 
way , without  outside  interference. 

If  nations  such  as  Canada  and  the  United  States  offered  economic  aid  and  technological  advice,  the 
appeal  of  communism  would  be  reduced. 


Section  5 Assignment 

In  Section  3 of  this  module  you  studied  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  to  determine  what  lessons,  for 
managing  confrontation  between  the  superpowers,  could  be  learned.  Some  lessons  learned  were  that 

• the  leaders  of  the  superpowers  must  be  able  to  talk  to  each  other  during  a crisis  so  that  there  are 
no  misunderstandings 

• a policy  of  brinkmanship  is  too  dangerous  and  could  result  in  a war  by  mistake 

• the  nuclear  arms  race  has  to  be  controlled 

• the  leader  of  each  country  has  to  use  strategies  that  would  allow  one  leader  to  back  down 
without  losing  face 

Keep  these  lessons  in  mind  as  you  complete  the  following  assignment. 


An  emergency  session  of  the  United  Nations’  General  Assembly  has  been  called.  Each  side  in  the 
Nicaraguan  Crisis  - the  Sandinistas  and  the  contras  - has  been  asked  to  present  a short  brief  to  the 
Assembly.  In  a paragraph  of  six  to  ten  sentences  state  what  each  delegate  is  likely  to  say  regarding 
his/her  understanding  of  the  crisis  and  suggest  a possible  way  to  solve  it. 


Sandinistas: 

Answers  will  vary  but  may  include 

• We  are  the  legally  elected  government  of  Nicaragua. 

• The  contras  with  U.S.  help  are  trying  to  overthrow  our  government. 

• If  the  contras  will  lay  down  their  arms  and  disband  we’ll  discuss  any  changes  they  wish  to 
see  in  our  government  policies. 
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Contras: 

Answers  will  vary  but  may  include 

• The  Sandinistas  are  communists  who  have  destroyed  freedom  and  democracy  in 
Nicaragua. 

• We  are  followers  of  the  government  of  General  Somoza. 

• The  Sandinistas  should  step  down  and  call  an  election  so  democracy  can  be  restored  and 
our  rights  protected. 
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